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Learning, Networking, and a Legendary Backdrop: Inside
This Year’s Wisconsin Digital Symposium



Digital transformation continues to evolve from an emerging priority into a 
business imperative, and this year’s Wisconsin Digital Symposium made that 
clearer than ever. Held on June 1, 2026, the fifth annual event, held at the iconic 
Lambeau Field in Green Bay, brought together digital leaders, AI experts, 
operational change drivers, and UWEBC members from across industries to 
explore how organizations can unlock the power of emerging technologies, 
implement change effectively, and turn AI into measurable value.

From partner case studies on AI labor, AI FinOps, and supply chain resilience to 
keynote insights from Áine Denari and Phil Gilbert, the conversations 
throughout the day centered on one key theme: digital transformation is most 
effective when technology, people, and business outcomes move forward 
together. Attendees also took advantage of complimentary tickets to the first-
ever Wisconsin Drives Manufacturing Summit the next day, which created a 
seamless, two-day experience to explore how digital strategy and manufacturing 
excellence intersect.

Read the full story and explore key takeaways from this year’s Wisconsin Digital 
Symposium. And, if you missed the event, a Digital Pass is now available for 
purchase to gain immediate access to event recordings.

Read the full story

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=84121&elqTrackId=F95BB06FE30F99ABD5A5C38C2597847E&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF59CCBBD84F9AC82F131AF441928E95D611FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176610&elqTrackId=53D5E37718A386E986D807E0AC9DC7C8&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5A0D75567ED3D912FC2BC6F66F5A759111FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://uwebc.wisc.edu/2026-digital-symposium-recap/


We’re excited to share the first announced speakers for the 2026 UWEBC
Annual Conference. Known for delivering more than inspiration, UWEBC
Conference speakers provide practical perspectives on the trends shaping
business and technology today, along with ideas attendees can bring back to
their organizations.

Steve Jones, leadership coach, best-selling author, and consultant to
organizations including the Green Bay Packers, will join us as our first keynote
speaker. Steve helps leaders build stronger teams, lead with intention, and
create cultures rooted in trust, unity, and resilience. In-person attendees will also
receive a complimentary copy of his book, The Twin Thieves: How Great
Leaders Build Great Teams.

Newly announced track speakers include Allison Murn, Brand Growth
Consultant and Adjunct Professor at the University of Minnesota; Mindy
Geisser, Chief People Services Officer at Savers Value Village; Kari Mahaffey,
Senior Vice President – North America Applications at Oracle; Ralph Buelling,
EVP/Chief Information Officer at UW Credit Union; and Justin Robbins of
Metric Sherpa.

The conference will also feature Emmy Award-winning journalist and storyteller
John Stofflet as Master of Ceremonies, along with live graphic recording by
Sherrill Knezel of Meaningful Marks LLC, a signature element of the UWEBC
Annual Conference experience.

Additional speakers will be announced in the coming weeks, so check back
often as the 2026 Annual Conference lineup continues to grow.

Learn more and register now

A Great Conference Starts with Great Speakers. Meet the 
First Five.

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=90987&elqTrackId=AEFFFD3F779ADA502820237825EA2344&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5E1168003FB1DF457E8CC15D5489E32B81FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=90987&elqTrackId=AEFFFD3F779ADA502820237825EA2344&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5E1168003FB1DF457E8CC15D5489E32B81FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=97992&elqTrackId=B052AF3A66E0436EF57E7999CF8A736C&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF59700042FD96CB952884739A6972136201FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=94791&elqTrackId=A48BDBB10654885492033ECAED0E5F3F&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF50F361B4C15EC05335E8C635CE2EDA58B1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176414&elqTrackId=1F5B919A6B2E90272482BED452C5D161&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5361258B1AB0946E5AA97451BBE90C9CE1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176414&elqTrackId=1F5B919A6B2E90272482BED452C5D161&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5361258B1AB0946E5AA97451BBE90C9CE1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=94790&elqTrackId=2AAC4212DD48ADA4D28810BBFBF755C5&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5B45D9F5663D18261E93FE7FF1925E38B1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=133746&elqTrackId=7A88D9BC23647DD09A423973A48573EB&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF507FD87F206747A19921D2ED4F93694A81FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=94788&elqTrackId=32E8D60A6F072773DAC222113A3D97F9&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5F00678D2BE27EDCF7F2584A17994D64E1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=97992&elqTrackId=75C666839FCF7F45C28BB2A6FC9695F3&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5E53C5FD850BC4CED78058D4471F00D961FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=97992&elqTrackId=15CE542C1E9AEADF9A59CE76886D5CF2&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5C3771EEBF565B2F3A2AD0E88B2D207E91FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=90987&elqTrackId=81FABC4D211987B920307FCFD1D49B6E&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF53FD4CA0BA4F38D59AFD4D504B62214611FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898


Jennifer Anderson is this year’s Change
Leadership Practice Director in Residence,
working with Doug Barton, our People Focus
Area Practice Director. Jennifer has spent her
career helping organizations and leaders
navigate change. As a longtime consultant,
her work has focused on transformation,
change management, organizational design,
and culture. While each situation is different,
she has seen one common thread: lasting
change depends on people.

Jennifer is most energized to work with UWEBC because of the opportunity to
connect directly with member companies and learn alongside them. She values
discussions that help leaders guide people through uncertainty, build trust, and
create the conditions for teams to adapt. In her role, Jennifer plans to bring a
strong sense of presence, positive energy, and a genuine commitment to listening
to every interaction, creating space for open dialogue and meaningful connection.

Read the full story

Welcome new member Zendesk!

We are pleased to welcome Zendesk as a new
member of our community. Zendesk is an AI-powered
service platform that helps organizations improve
customer and employee experiences by connecting
people, knowledge, and AI across channels. Their
solutions support customer service, employee
service, contact centers, ticketing, messaging, live
chat, knowledge bases, reporting and analytics, and
more. We’re excited to have Zendesk join the
UWEBC community and look forward to the insights
and perspective they’ll bring to future conversations.

Jennifer Anderson Brings Human-Centered Change
Leadership Expertise to UWEBC

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176393&elqTrackId=8CC2E0E7ECC11858E1E31D93EBCCAEAF&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF54D53412732E4CD61B4B276C7EBA2ADB11FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=4813&elqTrackId=9BA3026B750E60F3C9FA1C41AA4E051D&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF52562D8E0C14C375787D5605D142FE3A91FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898


Partner Offering Spotlight: Decision Making as a
Competitive Advantage

UW–Madison has a wide breadth of professional development courses offered
each year, diving into a variety of topics. Here is one upcoming event in particular
that we thought may interest you.

Decision Making as a Competitive Advantage
June 16-17, 2026, In person in Madison, WI

This course provides a comprehensive exploration of the Choosing by
Advantages (CBA) sound decision-making process, essential for professionals in
capital-intensive industries. Participants will delve into foundational principles,
models, and methods of CBA, learning to effectively describe differences, decide
importance, and recognize unsound methods.

UWEBC members receive a 20% discount.

Learn more and register

 

Upcoming UWEBC Events

Note: Attending the events listed below requires UWEBC membership, unless otherwise
specified. All are virtual unless otherwise specified.

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176206&elqTrackId=4D98E8B8AC75CC4FC2C7A0B234363122&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF53B5517BBED1F7A4A3D1A382CB14A241F1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898


June 18: Skills-Based Talent Strategy
Talent and Learning Peer Group
Learn how moving from degree-based to skills-based hiring, promotion, and
development broadens talent pools and improves agility.
More information and register »

June 25: AI You Can Trust: Building Transparency and Explainability into
Agent and Customer Interactions
Customer Service Peer Group
AI is becoming a bigger part of customer service, but without trust, adoption stalls.
Join this session to explore how organizations are making AI more transparent,
explainable, and usable for both customers and employees.
More information and register »

July 15: Modernizing the Tech Core
Technology Peer Group
Modern enterprises are under increasing pressure to deliver speed, flexibility, and
resilience, yet many are still anchored by legacy systems. This session explores
what it really means to modernize the “tech core” in a way that enables, not
disrupts, business momentum.
More information and register »

July 16: Operational Excellence: Quality and
Continuous Improvement
Manufacturing Special Interest Group
Discuss how Operational Excellence, Quality, and
Continuous Improvement can make automation
investments actually pay off.
More information and register »

July 20: Agility in the Age of AI
Agile Special Interest Group
AI is accelerating feedback loops and decision cycles, challenging Agile
practitioners to evolve workflows and learning practices.
More information and register »

July 23: Communicating Change with Transparency
Leadership and Change Management Special Interest Group
AI is accelerating feedback loops and decision cycles, challenging Agile
practitioners to evolve workflows and learning practices.
More information and register »

July 28: AI in Supply Chain
Supply Chain Peer Group
Explore ways supply chain teams are using AI to
improve planning, automate routine work, and
support better both day-to-day and strategic
decisions.
More information and register »

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=173771&elqTrackId=39DE054036F5609C1BF38044887D5F66&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF57CE6AE729C78676A6BD130BBB797B4AA1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=173771&elqTrackId=39DE054036F5609C1BF38044887D5F66&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF57CE6AE729C78676A6BD130BBB797B4AA1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=173625&elqTrackId=DAB0591FFFB17C901C44363B2054F504&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF556D881BB4328348418652EB3A8BFF62D1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176135&elqTrackId=4C88070B071AC537BD339EF708763473&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5B8D604CA8D6515807A0632DD295CAFE61FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=169896&elqTrackId=6366576FA6F26FACA04D6C2DCAB7A31E&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5294F9C787E66266659285327F862C4721FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=176134&elqTrackId=E52BB24DD624205DB84D6FA424F2A35F&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5A9474FABA66B8E1E698A7CBE13BD13951FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://uwebc.wisc.edu/uwebc-events/d482ec59-1143-f111-8081-005056b0b30d/?elqTrackId=DCD3A9AC5322E8F96FA27370D3FC9C5F&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=67140&elqak=8AF596E4CAF6223275EB0B5924C5066A72461FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=175496&elqTrackId=D76B5854360F1035EB706F9CAD4EE05A&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF56D41657D4B29ECFD29A8D6D2C1721B1B1FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898


View the full event calendar

Join a LinkedIn Group and stay connected

UWEBC Customer Service
UWEBC Technology
UWEBC Marketing
UWEBC Supply Chain
UWEBC Human Resources Executives

UWEBC
University of Wisconsin–Madison

601 University Avenue  |  Madison, WI 53715
info@uwebc.wisc.edu

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=83874&elqTrackId=3B1155F210AA14F4ED5D23B6B92694F6&elq=26a042f35a1b4cf4b65ed0ae170fbafc&elqaid=83497&elqat=1&elqak=8AF565A66564D389960B38A1DFE81FA85C701FB04F6ADE2A4324596F7418C66A5898
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